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Dear Arts
Enthusiasts,

T
he Rockford Area Arts Council
is proud to be reporting the
past year’s successes. Your 
support allows the Arts Council

to reach out in
our region to
bring the arts 
to everyone,
young and old,
from every 
economic and
ethnic back -
ground. Here
are highlights 
of the 2008 –
2009 season.

� ArtsPlace
Forty-five youth successfully

completed the summer arts
apprenticeship. This was the 14th year
of ArtsPlace and the first year at
Auburn Freshman Campus. The
“Emerge” Performance, July 31st and
August 1st, featured culminating work
by all teams:

The Therapeutic Drama Team
presented “Let’s Work It Out — Don’t
Kick Us Out,” an original play on teen
homelessness. The ArtsPlace Dance
Team performance depicted the
history of jazz and gave tribute to

Michael Jackson. The Printmaking,
Sculpture and Paint Team exhibited
and sold their work, and members of
the sculpture team presented perform-
ance art during the intermission. The
quality of work by all teams was excep-
tional. Major sponsors of the program
this year were: National Endowment
for the Arts, the Rockford Park
District, the Rockford School District,
the Illinois Arts Council and the
Illinois Department of Human
Services. A special grant from the
Illinois Arts Council paid for sign
language interpreters for a drama team
apprentice. (45 youth / ages 14 – 19)

� Totally Arts Camp
Collaboration with the Rockford

Park District – Arts Camp at Ellis Arts
Academy for children 5 – 13.  The Arts
Council works with the Park District to
identify artists and provides artist
assistants for the program. An average
of sixty-five children enrolled in each
session and participated in dance,
drama, music, video, rap, and visual
arts. Each session was two weeks and
culminated in a performance for
family and friends held in a state-of-
the-arts theater at Ellis Arts Academy.
(200 children / ages 5 – 13)

� 21st Century 
After-School Programs

We hired artists to work in after-
school programs at two schools this
year: Haskell (dance and video
production), and Ellis (dance, drama,
visual arts, music). Artists create theme
based art lessons that culminate in
performances and exhibits in which
their friends and family are invited to
attend. (250 children / K – 8th)

� Family Festival
This year we collaborated with the

Rockford Early Learning Council to
present the Family Festival …an 
afternoon of arts & information for
families. The Festival was held April 26
at Riverfront Museum Park. The
Festival coincided with the opening of
the Rockford Art Museum’s Young
Artist Show. The Festival was free and
featured performances and art exhibits
by area students, hands-on workshops

and demonstrations by teaching artists
and arts and cultural organizations.
The importance of arts education for
children and information for families
about arts learning opportunities in
the area was presented. (Over 1200
people attended and seven arts organi-
zations presented information)

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Anne E. O’Keefe
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� Teacher Fellowship 
for the Arts
The Arts Council initiated the

Teacher Fellowship Program in June.
The Fellowship Program is for District
#205 classroom teachers who are 
committed to integrating arts into
their curriculum. Teachers accepted
into the program receive support and
training to create arts-infused lessons
to actively engage their students.
Intensive in-services were offered in
June. They provided information on
area arts resources and specific arts
lessons and techniques from varied
arts disciplines: drama, literary arts,
movement, music and visual arts.
Participating teachers earned CPDU
credits and will receive mini grants to
pay for consumable supplies needed
to present the lessons in their
classroom. Lessons created by the
teachers will be posted on the Arts
Council’s website. The Fellowship
artists will meet every other month
throughout the year to share best 
practices and learn more arts
integration techniques from artists
and arts educators. Eight teachers 
participated in this year’s fellowship
program. This program is supported
by the Educator’s Memorial Fund, 
an endowment gift managed by the
Arts Council for the purpose of
promoting arts integrated learning 
in the public schools. 

� Artists in Schools 
Grant Program

Grants were awarded to schools
through the 50/50 Grant Program
for arts residencies, field trips and 
performances for schools. Ten grants
were awarded that benefited over
2,000 children. 

� Poetry Out Loud: National
Recitation Competition

Poetry Out Loud is a free national
program sponsored by the National
Endowment for the Arts and the
Poetry Foundation. Poetry Out Loud
encourages youth to learn about great
poetry through memorization and
performance, which help students
master public speaking skills, build
self-confidence, and learn about
literary heritage. Last year over
$100,000 in prizes were awarded to
students and schools. 

The Illinois Arts Council designated
the Rockford Area Arts Council as one
of seven organizations throughout the
state to facilitate Poetry Out Loud
regional competitions. The regional
competition was held at Spectrum
School. Winner, Beth Hopkins and
first runner up, Alex Peterson, of
Spectrum High School were regional
winners and went on to compete in
the state competition held in
Springfield. Johnny Cooper of Auburn
was second runner up. Kareem
Sayegh from Champaign, IL was the
state winner and placed third at the
National Poetry Out Loud
competition. 

� Special Project:
Illinois Arts Council –
Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago

The Illinois Arts Council asked
RAAC to organize a two day dance
workshop and performance for the

Giordano Jazz Dance Chicago dance
troupe. The troupe performed at Ellis
Arts Academy during school and 
conducted master dance classes at
Ellis and Auburn High School. The
students were very impressed and
their dance teachers stated the
students were inspired to work harder
in subsequent dance classes.

Anne E. O’Keefe,
Executive Director
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T
he Rockford Area Arts Council annually awards
grants to artists, arts organizations and�community
groups. These grants are made possible in part by
the City of Rockford and the�Illinois Arts Council.

The RAAC serves Boone, DeKalb, Ogle and Winnebago
Counties. We�would like to thank all our grant recipients for
their fine contributions to the community�through the arts!
��

Access Grants
Projects bringing the arts to people traditionally 
underserved by the arts
Grantee                                                                                                                                                              Grant

Art Attack School of Art . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500�
“The Art Attack – On The Road” collaboration between 
our non-profit arts organization and public schools�

Carpenter’s Place  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000�
“Applause and Appreciation!” Art classes for homeless adults�

Crossroads Blues Society  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,090
“Blues in the Schools” introduces students to the root 
of most of today’s music, the original�American art form
known as the Blues�

Doug Furze  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000
Reminiscent Music with Seniors�

KANTOREI, The Singing Boys of Rockford  . . . . . . . . . $2,500
A collaborative effort for youth in celebration of 
Abraham Lincoln’s 200 year anniversary�

Kishwaukee College Family Literacy Program  . . . . . . $1,060
“The Arpilleras Project: The Telling of Our Families’
Stories” An art and literacy program for�ELL families

Kishwaukee Symphony Orchestra  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000�
Children’s Concert of the KSO�

Milestone, Inc.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,173
“Resident Artist” A project to expose the arts to adults 
at Milestone�

Rockford Art Museum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,250
“Artist-in-Residence Program” A collaboration with
regional artists to work with K-12 students�in RAM 
tour opportunities�

Rockford Dance Company  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500
Ellis Ballet Class, Year 3

TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $16,073

�

Community Arts Project Grants
Education, outreach, and/or promotional events
Grantee                                                                                                                                                              Grant

Boone County Arts Council  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $900�
Musician David Stocker and ONE Drum will 
perform at Belvidere High School�

Children’s Theater Project  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000�
Arts Workshop in vocal, music, dance and drama 
for children ages 6 – 12�

Discovery Center Museum  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,800�
“Messy Mondays in the Art Studio”�

Festival of Fantasy  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,500
Children’s Halloween parade at Cherryvale Mall�

Mendelssohn Performing Arts Center . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
“125th Anniversary Concert”�

Rockford Concert Band/ Rockford Wind Ensemble  . $2,120�
“Six Concerts Under the Stars” A free series of concerts 
in the Sinnissippi Park Music Shell�

Rockford Dance Company  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000
“Do You Know Fairytales?” The art of storytelling 
through dance for elementary students�

Rockford Park District Foundation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
“Building A Dream: A Century of the RPD” Celebrating
100 years of the RPD through music�and drama�

Rockford Wind Ensemble  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000
Seventh Annual Youth Honors Band workshop 
and performance�

The Music Academy Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500
“An Afternoon with Christopher Taylor and 
Music Academy Piano Palooza”��

TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17,820

Action Grants
Open admission grants for small projects
Grantee                                                                                                                                                              Grant

North Suburban Library . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $350
“Be Creative @ Your Library” 2009 Summer Reading Club�

Rockford Park District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $350
“Sounds of Summer” Free Concert Series�

Rockford Public Schools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200
“All Star Visual Arts Exhibit”

TOTAL  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $900

2009 TOTAL GRANTS  . . . . . . . . . $34,793



THANKS TO OUR 2009 DONORS AND SPONSORS

Rockford Area Arts Council  •  Annual Report September 2008 – August 2009  •  Page 5

$5,000 and up  
City of Rockford  
Hamilton Sundstrand
Illinois Arts Council      

Arts Angel ($1,000 and up) 
Alpine Bank  
William & Leah Baskin 
Bergstrom, Inc.  
John & Sue Brubaker  
James & Julie Buchanan 
Gloyd Family Foundation 
John & Colleen Holmbeck 
Elizabeth Kerns  
Janet Kjellstrom  
Mary Ann Smith  
Swedish American Hospital 
WilliamsMcCarthy      

Arts Cherub ($500-$999) 
Associated Bank, Illinois 
Jim & Karen Barbagallo 
Doug & Helen Brooks  
Steve & Lisa Carter  
ComEd  
Edward Enichen  
Dick & Jody Goff  
David & Chris Kase 
Rockford Bank & Trust 
Michael Shalbrack 
Sjostrom & Sons

Foundation, Inc.     

Arts Fanatic  ($200-$499) 
Anderson Automotive Group
Albano & Lynn Andreini 
Stephen & Anne Bernsten 
Cliffbreakers  
Dave & Connie Coady  
John & Diane Cobb  
Joan Davis  
Norris & Marilyn Dougherty 
Janyce Fadden  
Ginny Gregory  
Phil & Karen Grover 
Gypsum Supply Company 
Hinshaw & Culbertson  
Jeff & Jami Hoskins  

Edward & Beth Howard  
Bill & Lisa Hughes  
Larson & Darby, Inc. 
Andrew Nelson  
Jaxon & Linda Oshita 
Perfect Frame   
Nicholas & Heather Psaltis 
Stephanie Quinn  
Ed & Tamara Rentschler 
Trish Rooney  
Rosecrance Health Network 
James & Arline Sadlon 
Schmeling Construction Co. 
Jack & Barbara Simon  
Joan Stonecipher  
Phil & Paula Turner  
Tom & Karen Walsh   
Steve & Janice Westlund 
William Charles Investments
Terry D. Wyatt      

Arts Enthusiast ($100-$199) 
Anonymous  
Jeffrey P. Allen, D.D.S.  
Paul & Teri Baits  
Fred & Marie Beck  
Dick & Lon Behr  
Kurt & Sarah Bell  
David & Kohnne Bippus 
Roger & Lynda Bohn  
Arthur & Elaine Breck  
Lois Cannell Ramon  
Jim & Connie Coffey  
Doug & Holli Connell  
John R. Cook  
Bob & Charlie Corder 
James & Alissa Cronauer 
George & Sharon Davis 
Mike & Sharon DeDoncker 
Elizabeth Dickinson  
Paul Dickover  
Philip & Kathy Dierstein 
Jack & Zelka Dillon  
Joseph & Susan Drennan 
Eric & Gretchen Ericson 
Dorothy Galloway &

Howard E. Riddle 
Stephen & Jean Geller 
Gerald & Andrea Gibbs 

Robert & Bonnie Gosdick 
Graham Spencer

Advertising Design  
Susan Grans  
Marge Henning  
Ron & Barbara Herbig  
Dan & Cathy Herdeman 
Thomas & Helen Hill  
Don & Judy Holder  
Shirley Holzwarth  
Herman & Marjorie Johnsen
Barbara Jo Johnson  
Curt & Laurie Kleckler  
Larry & Judith Larson 
Angela Larson  
Jay & Christy Lenox  
Dan & Amy Loescher 
Lombardozzi, Moses,

Quimby & Co., P.C. 
Danny & Kristie Lorden 
Mary Jane Lucas  
Roger & Nancy Lundstrom 
Bradd & Melissa Marsden 
Dan & Jude McCanse  
Edith McCauley  
Betsey McCoy  
John & Barbara McNamara 
Robert & Judy Meuleman 
James & Helen Millikin 
Therese Moncelle  
John C. Nelson  
Dan & Ruth Nicholas 
Marilyn O’Keefe  
Patrick O’Keefe  
Anne E. O’Keefe  
Jack & Lavonne Packard 
Georgia Pampel  
Lisbeth Pearson  
Del & Lois Peterson  
Jay & Cathy Pick  
Charles & Judith Picus  
Rick & Judith Pollack 
Powmet, Inc.  
Privileges, Inc.  
Charles Prorok & 

Marcia Mueller     
Joe & Mary Jo Ross  
Claire Rotolo  
Joan Sage  

Scott Saporiti  
Frank & Gaye Schepley 
Thomas & Karen Schiller 
Signs Now  
Ken & Pat Staaf  
John & Cathy Szewczyk  
Bill & Cathie Thiede  
Craig & Dawn Thomas 
Mark & Pamela Thompson 
Connie Tucker  
United Service & Parts, Inc. 
Village Green 

Home & Garden  
Watt  
Jonathan & Nancy Whitlock 
Woodman’s Markets  
Don & Betty Zimmerman      

Arts Supporter ($50-$99) 
Mona Adamany Lindvall 
Clare Almquist  
Robert Apolloni  
Kathleen Barch  
Brian & Andrea Bear 
Howard & Nadine Bell 
Donald & Suzanne Berger 
William & Karyn Bohl 
Jeremy & Lavonne Brown 
Michael Bugler  
Warren & Marilyn Cade 
Nicholas & Carole Carbone 
Bob Cholke & 

Debra Capriola  
Janice Clinton  
Kathy Cox  
Lynn Cuppini McConville 
Joseph & Diane Dailing 
Peter Damby  
Michael & Colleen Delany 
Jerry Lu Dundore  
Joseph & Nancy Eaton 
Laura Edwards  
Georganne Eggers  
Kelly Epperson  
Gerard Erley
George & Janet Farbotko 
Terrance & Lois Fisher 
Priscilla Flynn-Heath  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 6
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Arts Supporter
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 5

The Frame Shoppe  
Chellis & Reggie French 
Gaffney Bolt Company  
Don & Shirley Hacker  
Fred & Maxine Hadley 
David Hagney  
Rachel Handlin & 

Michael Beert  
James & Julie Hansberry 
Shirley Henley  
John & Kim Henning 
Margret Hesler Hynes  
Lon & Mary Ann Hoegberg 
Kay Hotchkiss-Tolstedt 
Roberta Ingrassia  
Ruth Jackson  
Dr. Karl & Carol Jacobs 
Steve Jaycox & Lisa Doll 
Renee Jensen  
Jeanette Jess Geraghty 
Javier & Lisa Jimenez  
Dick & Joanne Johnson 
Barent & Elizabeth Johnson 
Wayne & Janet Jones  
Todd & Cynthia Karnitz 
Kerry Knodle  
Norm Knott  
Carl B. & joan e. Kole  
Bengt & Mary Kuller  
Ed & Lee Ladenburger  
Dr. Herbert & Ruby Lash 
John & Terri Maier  
Paul & Agnes Mastrangeli 
Don Mateer & 

Dawn Hallsten  
Neil & Marlene Mizen 
Bruce & Judy Moe  
David & Kay Mondul 
Donald & Doris Mosser 
Steve & Carole Newcomer 
Deborah Newton  
Linda Niemiec  
Paul Harvey Oswald  
Alice Pampe  
Raymond & Jo Marie Paul 
Fred & Becky Pelley  
Curt Peterson  

Darrin & Lisa Pruka  
Joyce Ramer  
Diane Rodway Knight  
Joel Ross  
Dick & Ann Rundall  
Mya Sadler  
Doug & Tammy Scott  
Tom & Karen Shifo  
John & Pam Short  
Jane Smith  
William & Julie Snively 
Duane & Rulee Stallman 
Larry & Ann Stegall  
Larry & Tricia Sweeney 
Senator Dave Syverson 
Steven & Marcia Terrill 
Dean & Pat Tollefsrud  
Sandi Uram  
John & Jean Van Landingham
Adriana Villagomez  
Gabor & Nancy Von Lugossy 
Doug & Diane Wilson  
Scott & Shannon Wilt         

Arts Friend ($25-$49)  
Mark Adamany  
Phyllis Adelman  
Ralph & Christy Andres 
Jean Apgar  
Linda Auman  
Kathleen Ayres  
Jan Bacino  
Dick & Sally Baker  
Shawn & Lindsay Barbagallo
John & Jane Barelli  
Kelly Beaman  
Kiki Benson  
Barbara Berney  
Russ Blahnik  
Thomas Brain  
Richard & Phyllis Brynteson 
Troy Buffington  
Paul & Carol Burkholder 
Barbara Burns  
Mary-Stuart Carruthers 
Mary Caskey  
Tim & Ruth Casserly  
Paul & Jeannette Colombi 
Ramona Cornea  

Joel & Judy Cowen  
Jesse Dabson  
Bill Daer  
Bruce Allen Dangerhill 
Cheryl Debes  
Jody Deery  
Deborah Dietz  
Kathleen Doherty  
Patrick & Ingrid Dohm 
Tabatha Dougherty  
K. Dyer  
Alice Enichen  
Lisa Falzone  
Phyllis Gallisath  
Robert & Heather Genrich 
Cristy Giacone  
Patricia Gomez  
David Griffith  
Madge Gulley  
Gerrie Gustafson  
Charlotte Hackin  
Cynthia Hall  
Lynn Hansel  
Adrienne Hare  
Lucia Hauge Agency 
Bernard & Mary Healy 
Wendy Heiler  
Vivian Hickey  
Cynthia Hill  
Therese Hlavin  
Jane Hooker  
Dennis Horton  
Bill & Karen Howard 
Maggie Howarth  
Timothy Hughes  
Walnut Hulling  
Chris Hummel  
Ted & Teresa Ingrassia 
Michael Jackson  
Richard C. & 

Roberta Jacobson  
Jan Jann  
Diane Jensen  
Chuck Johannsen  
Michael & Karen Johnson 
Mark & Nancy Kalchbrenner
Doris Kampfe  
Dori Kearney  
Peter & Mary Joan Keffer 

Shawn Kelley  
Jean Killingsworth  
Dave & Marilyn Kloepfer 
Lynne Koenigsberger 
Monica Krysztopa  
Mary Kuchenmeister  
John Lamar  
Cindy Lantz   
Jean Larsen  
Arne & Barb Larsen  
Mike Leifheit  
Joseph Like  
Tom Littrell  
Lenore Lund Cullum  
Jane Lyons  
Tom Mac  
Martha Mangas  
Faye Marcus  
Rebecca Maselli  
Jane McAfee  
Eric McClain  
Bruce & Deborah McDonald
Lois McDowell  
Nancy McManus Olson 
Alan McNary  
Sally Medernach  
Ethel Migra 
Jeanneil Miller-Paul  
Bill & Martha Mitchell  
Dave & Cynthia Morey  
Amy Elizabeth Morgan 
Jeanne Moyer  
Ms. Timothy A. Muldowney 
Earlynn Mullins  
Leslie Nautiyal  
Patricia Nelson  
James & Denise Noe 
Bradley Nordlof  
Victoria O’Connell  
Beverly O’Keefe  
Rudy & Laura Ortiz  
Carol Ostrom  
Dorothy Paige-Turner  
Rex & Carol Parker
Carolyn Pearson  
Jayne Pheiffer  
John & Carolyn Plummer  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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Arts Friend
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

Kanwal & Meenakshi Prashar
Bertha Prather  
Stan & Dee Premo  
Sherry Pritz  
Wanie Reeverts  
Deborah Robertson 
Kathleen Robison  
Tim & Carrie Rollins  
Mary Ross  
Kathy Roushey  
Theresa Rowinski  
Attorney Sherri Rudy  
Una Ryan  
Rhonda Schaffer  
Natalie Share  
Ted Simmering  
Gene & Mary Lib Skerkoske 
James & Martha Smith 
Stuart & Polly Smith  
Pamela Smith  
Peg Sowle  
Erin Spears  
Megan Stafford  
Belinda Stewart  
Tim & Suzanne Taber  
The ELEMENT Rockford
Bert & Kathy Thomas  
Joan Thompson  
Eleanor Turbyville  
Jeff & Yasmin Turner 
Rhonda Van Laeke  
Kari Venteris  
Don & Debbie Vidican 
Diane Voneida  
Gwynne Vosburgh  
Jim & Shirley Waddell  
Mary Wedemeyer  
Joan Welsh  
Henry Wilson  
Kristin Wilson  
Sheila Winckler  
Joseph Zimmer      

Endowment Gifts  
Act2 Strategists  
Joan Davis  
Claire Rotolo      

Matching Donors  
United Technologies

Matching Gift Program 
Williams-Manny 

Charitable Trust      

Organizations  
AgeQuake Theatre  
Artists’ Ensemble Theater 
Boone County Arts Council 
Burpee Museum of 

Natural History  
Byron Civic Theatre 
Camerata Emanon Singers 
Charlotte’s Web for the 

Performing Arts  
Children’s Theater Project 
City of Rockford Pipe Band 
Coronado Performing 

Arts Center  
Crossroads Blues Society 
Discovery Center Museum 
Edgebrook LLC  
Ethnic Heritage Museum 
Flute Club of Rockford 
Indian Valley Theatre  
Janet Wattles Center 
KANTOREI, The Singing 

Boys of Rockford 
Kishwaukee College 

Art Gallery  
Kishwaukee Valley 

Concert Band  
Land of Lincoln 

Theater Organ Society 
Mendelssohn Performing

Arts Center  
Moonlight Jazz Orchestra 
NIU School of 

Theatre & Dance 
Northern Illinois 

Wood Turners  
Northern Public Radio/

WNIU-WNIJ  
Pec Playhouse Theatre 
RAMI (Rockford Area 

Music Industry)  
Rock Valley College 

Starlight Theatre 

Rockford Area Convention 
& Visitors Bureau 

Rockford Art Museum 
Rockford Chamber 

of Commerce  
Rockford Chamber Players 
Rockford College Art Gallery 
Rockford Coronado 

Concert Association 
Rockford Dance Company 
Rockford Lutheran 

Choral Union  
Rockford Park District 
Rockford Public Library 
Rockford Society, 

Archaeological Institute 
of America  

Rockford Symphony 
Orchestra  

Rockford Wind Ensemble 
Rockford Woman’s Club 
Rockford Writers’ Guild 
Sigma Alpha Iota  
Spectrum School  
The Art Attack School of Art 
Tiffany Ensembles  
Without Shoes 

Modern Dance Company 
Womanspace Center  
YMCA of Rock River Valley 
Zion Development 

Corporation      

ArtsPlace Sponsors 

$10,000 and above  
Rockford Park District    
$5,000 and above  
Illinois Department of 

Human Services 
Winnebago County 
Woodward Governor   
$2,000 and above  
Target Stores    
$1,500 and above  
Wal-Mart Foundation   
$1,000 and above  
Alpine Kiwanis  
Village of Machesney Park   

$500 and above  
Doug & Helen Brooks    
$250 and above  
Nicholas & Heather Psaltis   
$25 – $100  
Charles Alexander  
Nicholas & Carole Carbone 
Craig & Beth Ann Carlson 
David & Sara Deutsch  
Jill Greenig  
John & Colleen Holmbeck 
Donald & Pamela Ray  
Claire Rotolo  
Kristin Wilson  
Robert & Catherine Wright      

Educators Memorial Fund
Sponsors  
Clare Almquist  
Shirley Henley  
Herman & Marjorie Johnsen
Betty Leeson  
JoAnn Shaheen      

RAAC State of the Arts Awards  
Alpine Bank  
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. 
Buchanan Group of 

Wells Fargo  
Cliffbreakers Riverside Resort
Magnum Creative 
Northern Public Radio/

WNIU-WNIJ  
OSF Saint Anthony 

Medical Center  
Rockford Bank & Trust      

In-Kind  
Adams Letter Services  
Amarach Net Solutions  
Berney Design  
Center for Sight & Hearing 
Mendelssohn Performing 

Arts Center   
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T
he Rockford Area Arts
Council hosted the 2009
State of the Arts Awards
Luncheon on October 1 at

Cliffbreakers Restaurant. This annual
fundraiser honored recipients of 
the Mayor’s 
Arts Awards
and celebrated
achievements 
in the arts for 
the past year.

Awards 
were given for
Individual
Artist,
Individual Arts Advocate,
Community Impact by a Business
and Creative Cultural Event.

Congratulations to the 2009 State 
of the Arts Awards Recipients and
Event Sponsors!

CREATIVE CULTURAL EVENT: “Sleeping
Beauty” presented by the Rockford
Dance Company – Cindy Lantz, RDC
Executive Director, with Margaret
Faust,RDC Artistic Director 

COMMUNITY IMPACT BY A BUSINESS: Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc. From left to right:
Jake Brubaker, CEO Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc; Anne O’Keefe, RAAC, President
& CEO; Sue Brubaker; and Dennis Horton, RAAC Board President.

INDIVIDUAL ARTS ADVOCATE:  
Wendy and Roger Fisher

Individual Artist
Douglas Furze

Individual Arts Advocate
Wendy Fisher

Community Impact by a Business
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.

Creative Cultural Event
Sleeping Beauty presented by
Rockford Dance Company

Event Sponsors
Alpine Bank
Aqua-Aerobic Systems, Inc.
Buchanan Group of 

Wells Fargo Advisors
Cliffbreakers
Magnum Creative
Northern Public Radio
OSF Saint Anthony Medical Center
Rockford Bank & Trust

Congratulations to our first State of the Arts Award Recipients
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Financial Information is available upon request.

Shumway Market Building  •  713 East State Street, Rockford, IL 61104

Phone:  815.963.6765  •  Fax:  815.963.8958

Email:  info@artsforeveryone.com  •  www.artsforeveryone.com

2009 – 2010 Board of Directors Staff

©2009 Rockford Area Arts Council. All rights reserved.  •  12-09 Design: BUGLER DESIGN INC.

Dennis Horton
President

Jim Barbagallo
Vice President

Jim Cronauer

Treasurer

Beth Howard
Secretary

Angela Larson

Past President

Elaine Breck
Tom Budd
Rena Cotsones
Jami Hoskins
David Kase
Ian Linnabary
Heather Psaltis
Stephanie Quinn
Scott Saporiti

Ex Officio 
Stacy Kiejko

Rockford Area Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

Rick Pollack
Winnebago County Board    

John Beck
City of Rockford Alderman           

Anne E. O'Keefe
President & CEO

Sharon Nesbit-Davis,
Education/Outreach Director

Ann-Margret Naber
Administrative Assistant

Trisha Blassage
Business Manager

Mission

To Support, Promote And Develop 
The Arts For Everyone


