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Agency & Program: Craft Emergency Relief Fund

Applications Due: Rolling

Award Range: $3,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Not stated

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Not stated

Website: https://cerfplus.org/grants/emergency-relief/

Purpose: To provide emergency relief funding to craft artists who have recently experienced a major disruptive
emergency or disaster.

Other Information: The grant application is available in English and Spanish. Applicants can receive funding once

a year and can receive support up to four times. Craft artists are artist that create as weavers, potters, or jewelry
makers.

Eligible Applicants: Artists who are 18 or older and have lived and worked in the US for at least two years.

127 N Wyman St, Suite 100, Rockford, IL61101 | 815-319-4180 | info@rlplanning.org
www.r1planning.org


https://cerfplus.org/grants/emergency-relief/

Agency & Program: Musicians Foundation Finical Assistance Grant

Applications Due: Rolling

Award Range: Not stated

Anticipated # of Awards: Not stated

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Not stated

Website: https://www.musiciansfoundation.org/apply

Purpose: To support professional musicians across genres to pay an essential bill brought about by an
unexpected hardship such as but not limited to natural disasters or medical situations. Eligible professional
musicians are performers, composers and arrangers, or educators. Applicants must have lived and worked as
professional musicians in the US for at least five years. Applicants must have filed taxes as a musician for at least
five years and be able to provide a recently completed tax return.

Other Information: Grants are giving on a one-time basis only.

Eligible Applicants: Musicians in the US with at least five years of professional experience.
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https://www.musiciansfoundation.org/apply

Agency & Program: LGBTQ+ Heritage Alliance: Grant Program - FY 2026

Applications Due: August 31, 2026

Award Range: $500 -$10,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unknown

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Unknown

Website: https://www.lgbtgheritagealliance.org/grants

Purpose: To document, recognize, and interpret historic places connected to LGBTQ+ culture and heritage in the
US and promote increased understanding of the contributions of LGBTQ+ people in American history with a
focus on historic preservation projects. Proposed project must be directly connected to LGBTQ+ people in US
history.

The funder supports the following types of projects:
e Research projects that document, investigate, and expand knowledge of LGBTQ+ historic places
e Recognition projects that formally acknowledge LGBTQ+ historic places, streetscapes, landscapes, and
other resources through preservation or commemorative frameworks
e Interpretation projects that share and interpret LGBTQ+ place-based history for public audiences
through exhibitions, tours, digital platforms, and educational materials connected to specific historic
places

Other Information: Multi-year and phased proposals are welcome. Applicants at any level of experience area
welcome. All applicants and projects must be in the US and its territories. Application webinars are scheduled
for July 21 and July 23. Registration is at the website linked above.

Eligible Applicants: Non-profits with 501(c)(3) status, initiatives without 501(c)(3) status that have a fiscal
sponsor, and individuals.
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https://www.lgbtqheritagealliance.org/grants

Agency & Program: Terra Foundation for American Art: Collections Grant - FY 2026

Applications Due: August 3, 2026 (Inquiry form)

Award Range: $25,000 - $100,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://www.terraamericanart.org/grant-program/collections-grants/

Purpose: To support permanent collection projects that broaden understanding and pursue inclusive and
expansive practices of American art through reinstallation or temporary exhibitions drawn primarily from an
institution’s permanent collection. Support will be provided for projects that engage the visual arts of U.S. and
Indigenous art of North America, while questioning and broadening understandings of American art and
transforming how its stories are told.

Projects that involve the following are encouraged:

e Collectively reflecting the full breadth and complexity of American art and its histories through the
artists represented, voices included, and stories told

e Engaging artists, scholars, and communities that present a plurality of perspectives and methods,
including intercultural and interdisciplinary approaches

e (Catalyzing inclusive and expansive practices in the field of American art

Eligible expenses include: Salaries, planning and research activities, interpretation, signage, shipping,
conservation and framing, marketing, dissemination of research, and evaluation. See NOFO for full details.

Other information: Applicants submitting successful letters of inquiry will be invited to submit a full proposal,
due October 13. Letters of inquiry and applications are submitted on the funder’s online portal.

Eligible applicants: Nonprofit museums, art centers, and community-based cultural organizations
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https://www.terraamericanart.org/grant-program/collections-grants/

Agency & Program: Kjellstrom Family Foundation

Applications Due: August 15 and November 15, 2026

Award Range: $2,000 - S40,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unknown

Match Required? Unknown

Total Funding Available: $600,000

Website: https://www.kjellstromfdn.org/grant-application/grant-application-info

Purpose: The Foundation provides funding to local organizations in three categories: Challenge Grants, Interim
Grants for Emergent Matters, and Capacity Building. Challenge grants are accepted for endowment or capital
expenditures. Applications for emergent matters are accepted outside of the Foundation’s grant cycle.
Interested organizations should contract the lead trustee. Contact information can be found in the “About”
section of the website linked above. Capacity-building funding will leverage other funding, improve or sustain
the applicant’s systems or enhance operations and governance practices.

Eligible expenses include: Project expenses, matching funds except toward Community Foundation Carroll H.
Starr Endowment Challenges.

Other information: The Foundation has three grant cycles annually with deadlines on April 15, August 15, and
November 15. Awards are made in May, September, and December. Applications are submitted at the
foundation’s website. The Foundation awards funding to organizations that have been in organization for over
three years and does not generally award grants to organizations with operating deficits.

Eligible applicants: Museums, performing and visual arts groups, educational organizations, human services
organizations and non-profits.
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https://www.kjellstromfdn.org/grant-application/grant-application-info

Agency & Program:
Applications Due:
Award Range:

Smith Charitable Foundation
September 15, 2026
$2,000 - $100,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? Unspecified

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://smithcharitable.org/

Purpose: The Foundation supports projects related to the environment, education, and arts and

Eligible applicants:

Other information:
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culture in the Rockford area.

Non-profits serving Rockford, IL or nearby communities.

Inquiries are welcome at any time and are submitted on the Foundation’s website.
Successful inquiries will be invited to submit a full application. Previous awards have
ranged from $2,000 to $100,000.


https://smithcharitable.org/

Agency & Program: FY27 Illinois Arts Council Creative Projects Grant

Applications Due: Opens late June or July 1. Applications rolling until funds exhausted.
Award Range: Up to $12,000

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects

Purpose: The goal of the Creative Project Grant (CPG) is to provide up to $12,000 to support art projects for
[llinois artists, eligible not-for-profit organizations, municipal entities, or colleges and universities. CPG projects
must include a public release or presentation of the work accomplished during the grant period. Individual
artists may apply in CPG for a professional development opportunity as their project. Professional development
grants do not require a public component. CPG is an open-deadline grant program. Applications will be accepted
until allotted funds have been expended. Each lllinois Arts Council region has its own allocation of funds. Funds
will be expended at varying rates and regions will close to new applications at different times. Please continue to
check this webpage before applying to see if funds are available for your region.

Eligible Applicants: * Individual Artists and Arts Educators that are 21 years or older and have been
established as an lllinois resident for a minimum of 1-year. Individuals may not be
currently enrolled in a degree-obtaining program, including a college or university in any
undergraduate or graduate program. Ph.D. candidates need to have completed their
coursework by the application deadline to be eligible.

* Registered 501(c)(3) Not-For-Profit Organizations in good standing with the Office of
the Illinois Secretary of State.

* Branches of Government Entities (e.g., Municipal, County, Libraries, Park Districts,
etc.)

Other information: In FY26, CPG replaces the Creative Catalyst Grant and absorbs the Folk Arts Mentorship
grant program. Ethnic, folk, or traditional artists interested in mentorship or project funding are encouraged to
apply through CPG. IAC General Operating Support (GOS) grantees must demonstrate how the project is a
unique opportunity outside of their daily operations and programming.
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https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects

Agency & Program: FY27 Illinois Arts Council Creative Accelerator Fund

Applications Due: October 2026

Award Range: $10,000

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects

Purpose: The lllinois Arts Council’s (IAC) Creative Accelerator Fund (CAF) provides crucial support to artists with
a goal of strengthening the creative workforce that composes a significant portion of lllinois’ economic activity.
CAF recognizes and supports the vital role that artists play as builders and innovators in their communities. By
investing in their practice and professional growth, the fund not only enriches the lives of artists but also
encourages broader community engagement and investment, leading to a vibrant cultural landscape and
fostering connections among residents.

Eligible Applicants: Individual artists with an active and sustained practice working in arts, crafts, design, dance,
digital media, film/video, literature, music, performance, photography, theater, visual arts, folk and traditional
arts, or community-based arts. “Active and sustained,” means that you are currently committing time to
practicing your art form that you have practiced since at least 2023. You do not necessarily need to derive
significant income from your work in the arts (though it’s also fine if you do). It is also acceptable if your art form
has changed over those years. The first submitted work sample needs to have been completed in 2024, 2025, or
2026. The second submitted work sample needs to have been completed in 2023 or prior.

At the time of application, artists must:

e Beage21orolder.

e Be established as an lllinois resident prior to October 14, 2025.

e Be able to include a work sample created by you during 2024-2026.

e Be able to include a work sample created by you during 2023 or prior.

e Not be currently enrolled in a degree-obtaining program, including a college or university in any
undergraduate or graduate program. Ph.D. candidates need to have completed their coursework by the
application deadline to be eligible.

Other information: This is a $10,000 taxable award. All applications must be submitted via the applicant's IAC
Salesforce account. The deadline to apply will be in October 2026. Each lllinois Arts Council region has its own
allocation and will select recipients from the applications submitted in that region. Additionally, IAC has
transitioned to compliance-based evaluation criteria and does not evaluate the quality of artistic work or artistic
accomplishments. The CAF randomized applicant selection is done in partnership with the lllinois State Lottery.

Organizations and schools are not eligible to apply, nor are individuals enrolled in any degree-obtaining program
(including high school, bachelor, or master's-degree programs) at the time of application or during the award
period. (Ph.D. candidates need to have completed their course work by the application deadline to be eligible.)
Prior CAF award recipients from FY25 or FY26 are also not eligible to apply.

REG
o ‘o

Rl

A3
265 5w

ot I ay
N
Yy


https://www.arts.gov/grants/grants-for-arts-projects

Agency & Program:

Applications Due:
Award Range:

Match Required?
Website:

Purpose:

Eligible Applicants:

Other information:
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Poetry Magazine poetry submissions

Poetry submissions close between June 15-Sept. 15 annually
Text poems: $500 per poem; Visual poems: $500 per poem;
Video poems: $600 per poem; Prose: $400 per published page.
No
https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/submit

Provide published poems in Poetry Magazine for aspiring poets and writers.

We consider only previously unpublished work. Work that has appeared online
for any reason, including social media posts, is considered previously published
and should not be submitted.

Submitting to Poetry is free. Please send only one submission at a time per
category and wait until you receive a response before uploading a new
submission. We are eager to provide ample time and space for everyone’s
voices to be considered, so additional submissions will be archived unread and
will receive no response.

Poetry Magazine uses Submittable to collect submissions to Poetry. Please visit
our Submittable page for our full submission guidelines and open calls for work.

If you cannot use Submittable (poetry.submittable.com) and would like to
submit your work by mail, please send your submission to 61 W. Superior St,
Chicago, IL 60654, and include a self-addressed return envelope. If you do not
include a return envelope, your submission will not receive a response. Poetry
acquires first serial rights and non-exclusive reprint rights, meaning that all
authors can reprint their work as they’d like after it has appeared Poetry.

We receive more than 100,000 poems each year. Due to the volume of
submissions and our small staff, response time is up to one year.

Poetry is open to simultaneous submissions but let us know immediately if work
is accepted elsewhere by updating your submission with a message in
Submittable stating that the work is no longer available.


https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poetrymagazine/submit
https://poetry.submittable.com/submit

Agency & Program: National Trust for Historic Preservation (NTHP): Preservation Leadership Forum:
Emergency/Intervention Funding - FY 2026

Applications Due: Rolling

Award Range: $2,500 - $5,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://savingplaces.org/preservation-funds

Purpose: This program provides emergency funding to governmental organizations and non-profits when
immediate, unexpected work is needed to save a historic property or historic site due to fire or natural disaster
or if a building faces an immediate threat of demolition. Properties or sites must be at least 50 years old. Historic
sites may include landscapes and vessels as well as buildings.

To being the application processing, applicants must contact NTHP, which will follow up to determine project
eligibility, available funding, and steps to submit a formal application. A link to the initial application is at the
website linked above.

Other information: Recipients must be organizational-level Preservation Leadership Forum members or Main
Street America members at time of award. Applicants do not need to be active members to apply for funding
but must become members prior to release of funds. Further information about memberships to Preservation
Leadership Forum or Main Street America is linked at the above website.

Eligible applicants: Local government, non-profits, state government
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https://savingplaces.org/preservation-funds

Agency & Program: Robert Lehman Foundation - FY 2026

Applications Due: September 15, 2026

Award Range: Varies based on project scope

Anticipated # of Awards: 50

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: $1,760,600 (annual giving)

Website: https://robertlehmanfoundation.org/grant-guidelines/

Purpose: To enhance appreciation, knowledge, and enjoyment of visual arts. The foundation supports to leaders
in the visual arts as well as innovative newcomers.

The funder supports projects under the following categories:

e Exhibitions: visual arts exhibitions that in some way complement the strengths of the Robert Lehman
Collection in early renaissance through impressionist art as well as projects that involve intellectual
content and scholarly contributions that will advance both classical and contemporary art

e Art education: projects that will provide art education to underserved communities, especially those
that have insufficient access to arts learning

e Art lectureships: support for colleges to enrich their art history curricula by inviting noted art historians
and/or artists to lecture on a topic related to at least one course offered in that particular semester

e Capital projects: impactful capital projects implemented by museums and other cultural organizations
that will meaningfully further the organization's mission, expand cultural programming, and/or increase
access to new and diverse audiences

Other Information: The foundation has two annual grant cycles. Deadlines are April 1 and September 15. The
application window for the September deadline opens August 15.

Eligible Applicants: Non-profits including but not limited to museums, arts organizations, other cultural
institutions, and academic institutions
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https://robertlehmanfoundation.org/grant-guidelines/

Agency & Program: Literary Arts Fund Innovation Projects

Applications Due: August 17, 2026

Award Range: $25,000 - $100,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? No

Total Funding Available: $1,000,000

Website: https://literaryartsfund.org/grants/#application-process-and-guidelines

Purpose: To support new, one-time, and forward-thinking projects that address critical structural challenges
that, if improved or solved, would ultimately strengthen literary arts nonprofits’ abilities to serve creative
writers. Proposed projects, which may be collaborative, should align with this description and goal and have
impact beyond the project timeline. Proposed projects should start no sooner than January 2, 2027 and
conclude on or before December 31, 2027.

Other Information: An informational webinar will be present June 18, 2026 at 1:00 PM CT. Register for the
webinar here: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN H5gJoaliTOamQTwJQyejlwi/registration

Eligible Applicants: Literary arts nonprofits (including fiscally-sponsored literary arts organizations or publishers)
based in the U.S. that directly serve creative writers, including organizations that present, publish, and/or
otherwise support creative writers’ artistic work. Applicant organizations must be established for three or more
years, have stable leadership demonstrated by a current volunteer or paid executive director in the role for at
least 12 consecutive months, and have financial stability demonstrated by an annual operating budget of at least
$50,000, not including in-kind contributions.
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https://literaryartsfund.org/grants/#application-process-and-guidelines
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_H5gJoaIiTOamQTwJQyej1w#/registration

Agency & Program: Graham Foundation Grants to Individuals — Production and Presentation Grants

Applications Due: September 15, 2026 (inquiry form deadline)

Award Range: $5,000 - $20,000

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? Unspecified

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: http://www.grahamfoundation.org/grant programs/?mode=individual

Purpose: To provide opportunities for individuals to create, develop, and communicate challenging ideas about
architecture and the designed environment. Eligible projects include but are not limited to exhibitions,
installations, film, video, and new media web initiatives, public programs, and publications. Applicants must
have an agreement in place with a committed entity that will produce the project, such as a museum or
publisher. Projects must be completed within two years.

Other Information: The inquiry form will be available July 15 at the website linked above. Projects are evaluated
on originality, impact potential, feasibility, and applicant capacity. The funder states it is rarely able to fund the
full requested amount due to demand and available resources. Applicants may apply for one grant per year.
Fiscal agents for grants to individuals are not required.

Applicants whose projects grant priorities and criteria will be invited to submit a Proposal Form and
supplementary materials. Applicants who are not invited to submit a Proposal Form are declined by email.

Ineligible costs include endowments, general operating expenses, capital projects, scholarships or other work in
pursuit of an academic degree, work focused exclusively on K-12 audiences, and expenses incurred prior to the
grant-funded period.

Eligible Applicants: Individuals in the US and abroad, with priority to individuals in the US.
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http://www.grahamfoundation.org/grant_programs/?mode=individual

Agency & Program: Graham Foundation Grants to Individuals — Research and Development Grants

Applications Due: September 15, 2026 (inquiry form deadline)

Award Range: $10,000 (max)

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? Unspecified

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: http://www.grahamfoundation.org/grant programs/?mode=individual

Purpose: Research and Development grants support research-related expenses such as travel, documentation,
materials, supplies, and other development costs. Projects must have clearly defined goals, work plans, and
budgets. Research and Development projects must be completed within one year.

Other Information: The inquiry form will be available July 15 at the website linked above. Projects are
evaluated on originality, impact potential, feasibility, and applicant capacity. The funder states it is rarely able to
fund the full requested amount due to demand and available resources.

Applicants whose projects grant priorities and criteria will be invited to submit a Proposal Form and
supplementary materials. Applicants who are not invited to submit a Proposal Form are declined by email.

Ineligible costs include endowments, general operating expenses, capital projects, scholarships or other work in
pursuit of an academic degree, work focused exclusively on K-12 audiences, and expenses incurred prior to the
grant-funded period.

Eligible Applicants: Individuals in the US and abroad, with priority to individuals in the US.
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http://www.grahamfoundation.org/grant_programs/?mode=individual

Agency & Program: Ceramic and Glass Industry Foundation (CGIF): Kit Grants - FY 2026
Applications Due: Rolling

Award Range: $600 (max.)

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? Recommended (Cash or in-kind)

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://foundation.ceramics.org/grants/kit-grants/

Purpose: To attract, inspire, and support the next generation of ceramic and glass professionals by supporting
outreach and classroom projects focused around the funding agency's reusable materials science kits. Applicants
may request a combination of materials science classroom kits, mini kits, or glass kits, plus supplementary
funding for each kit to cover the cost to run each experiment. Applicants are strongly encouraged to request one
kit per instructor, unless their project involves a larger-scale collaboration. One materials science classroom kit is
suitable for groups of approximately 20 to 30 students.

Funding will allow applicants to seed or extend existing efforts to grow ceramic and glass education, training, or
outreach. Projects are encouraged to link to national efforts in ceramics, glass, or materials. Eligible expenses
include supplies and materials needed to run experiments, supplemental supplies and materials to enhance or
extend the lessons, mileage for project, publicity/marketing for events, display cases or tables for events,
printing and copying, liquid nitrogen, propane torches, and safety glasses.

Other Information: The funding agency prefers to support project costs that can be easily identified with a
specific outreach project or instructional activity. Applicants should plan to submit their applications at least
four weeks before their intended project start date.

Eligible Applicants: Schools/school districts, academic institutions, non-profits and others
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https://foundation.ceramics.org/grants/kit-grants/

Agency & Program: Ceramic and Glass Industry Foundation (CGIF): Project Grants - FY 2026
Applications Due: August 31, 2026

Award Range: $2,500 (max.)

Anticipated # of Awards: Unspecified

Match Required? Recommended (Cash or in-kind)

Total Funding Available: Unspecified

Website: https://foundation.ceramics.org/grants/project-grants/

Purpose: To attract, inspire, and support the next generation of ceramic and glass professionals by helping
teachers and others expand materials science education projects in their communities. Funding will allow grant
recipients to seed or extend existing efforts that grow the base of ceramic and glass education, training, or
outreach.

Funding must be used specifically for the project. Eligible expenses include supplies and materials, mileage for
travel related to the project, publicity and marketing, display cases or tables for events, printing, and copying.

Other Information: The funding agency prefers to support project costs that can be easily identified with a
specific outreach project or instructional activity. Applications that link to national efforts in ceramics, glass, or
materials societies are encouraged.

Eligible Applicants: Schools/school districts, academic institutions, non-profits, and others
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https://foundation.ceramics.org/grants/project-grants/

