
DIGITAL MEDIA ROUND TABLE MEETING     SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Purpose of Round Table Meetings 

A space for performing artists to connect, share ideas, raise concerns, collaborate, and learn 

about opportunities within the Rockford Region creative community.

Arts Council Updates 

• Summer Youth Programs Report – see videos on YouTube 

• Creative Community Summer Social 

• Regional Arts Partner Grants are now open 

• Action Grants 

• Arts Instruction Opportunities Page 

• Rockford Area Arts Awards – nominations now open year-round 

• Armory Update 

Business of Art Resources 

• 2025 video resources available 

• Feedback requested: 

o Future Business of Art topics 

Action Grants 

May 2026 Recipients 

• GoRockford Charitable Foundation: Interactive public arts tent with hands-on activities.  

• Rachel León: Rockford-centered novel launch and community celebration.  

• Womanspace: BloomFest community arts and wellness festival.  

• Inscape Midtown Collective: Rockford Reader’s Theatre performances.  

• Philip Goudreau: Vinyl record with original artwork and video.  

• Sheri Poe-Pape: Completion and publication of a children’s book.  

• Nature at the Confluence: Public land art installations celebrating local ecology.  

• Martin Karl Vanags: Multimedia project exploring Rockford’s “Screw City” identity. 

 

Term 3, opened September 1, Term 1 for 2027 will open January 1 - Grants are awarded on a 

rolling basis; once all available funds are dispersed, applications close. 

 

Monthly Grant Opportunities - provided by a generous partnership between the Arts Council, 

Winnebago County, and R1 Regional Planning Council. 

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/ 

 

Upcoming Events  

State of Culture – September 17 at City Stage Studios, 6:00 – 8:30pm 

ArtScene –October 2nd and 3rd  https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/ 

 

Next Meeting: March 2027 

The Arts Council offers daytime Round Tables in the fall and evening Round Tables in the 

spring, so creatives have an opportunity to attend at least one meeting each year.  

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/
https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/


 

NOTES: 

 

Garrett Bailey recently returned to Rockford after living in New York. An actor, writer, and producer, 

Garrett shared that casting has been one of the greatest challenges facing his current projects. The 

Arts Council can help promote casting calls through its Performing Arts email list, newsletter, and 

social media channels. We also recommend connecting with local performing arts organizations 

such as Artists’ Ensemble Theater, West Side Show Room, Rockford Players Guild, and The Studio. 

Anyone with additional casting resources or suggestions is encouraged to contact the Arts Council 

so we can better support local creative projects. 

 

Kyle Wolfe is an educator at Roosevelt High School, and has previously brought students on field 
trips to places like City Stage and the Rockford Public Library to learn more about production. 

Students at Roosevelt are interested in producing podcasts and other creative work. Kyle is 

interested in the possibility of a youth-submitted film festival in the future. 
 

Neil Bloom is the Rockford Public Library’s Artist-in-Residence. He has already led workshops on 

working on a film set and using green-screen technology. Follow the RPL Nordlof Center for 

information about upcoming workshops and other opportunities. 

 

Grant opportunities were also a major topic of discussion. Information about the Arts Council’s 

Action Grants and Regional Arts Partner Grants is included in the agenda above. Through a 

partnership with Winnebago County and R1 Planning, the Arts Council also shares a monthly list of 

funding opportunities for creatives by email and on the grants page of its website. Be sure to review 

the list for opportunities that may support your work. 

 

City Stage Studios is an incredible space and resource for digital media creatives in the Rockford 

area. Check out their production resource page for  accommodations, equipment rental, 

production support and more at: https://citystagestudios.com/resources/ 
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