
LITERARY ARTS ROUND TABLE MEETING     SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Purpose of Round Table Meetings 

A space for performing artists to connect, share ideas, raise concerns, collaborate, and learn 

about opportunities within the Rockford Region creative community.

Arts Council Updates 

• Summer Youth Programs Report – see videos on YouTube 

• Creative Community Summer Social 

• Regional Arts Partner Grants are now open 

• Action Grants 

• Arts Instruction Opportunities Page 

• Rockford Area Arts Awards – nominations now open year-round 

• Armory Update 

Business of Art Resources 

• 2025 video resources available 

• Feedback requested: 

o Future Business of Art topics 

Action Grants 

May 2026 Recipients 

• GoRockford Charitable Foundation: Interactive public arts tent with hands-on activities.  

• Rachel León: Rockford-centered novel launch and community celebration.  

• Womanspace: BloomFest community arts and wellness festival.  

• Inscape Midtown Collective: Rockford Reader’s Theatre performances.  

• Philip Goudreau: Vinyl record with original artwork and video.  

• Sheri Poe-Pape: Completion and publication of a children’s book.  

• Nature at the Confluence: Public land art installations celebrating local ecology.  

• Martin Karl Vanags: Multimedia project exploring Rockford’s “Screw City” identity. 

 

Term 3, opened September 1, Term 1 for 2027 will open January 1 - Grants are awarded on a 

rolling basis; once all available funds are dispersed, applications close. 

 

Monthly Grant Opportunities - provided by a generous partnership between the Arts Council, 

Winnebago County, and R1 Regional Planning Council. 

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/ 

 

Upcoming Events  

State of Culture – September 17 at City Stage Studios, 6:00 – 8:30pm 

ArtScene –October 2nd and 3rd  https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/ 

 

Next Meeting: March 2027 

The Arts Council offers daytime Round Tables in the fall and evening Round Tables in the 

spring, so creatives have an opportunity to attend at least one meeting each year.  

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/
https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/


 

NOTES: 

 

• City of Rockford Poet Laureate Adam al-Sirgany shared that Rockford Public Library hosts 

Teen Space on the third Wednesday of each month at 5:00 p.m. Teens interested in writing 

are encouraged to participate.  

• The Creative Accelerator Fund offers support for Illinois creatives. Learn more at 
arts.illinois.gov.  

• A Rockford Public Library card provides free access to valuable databases for creatives and 

entrepreneurs, along with the MakerLab, podcast studio, and green-screen space. Some 

equipment requires a prerequisite course, after which library staff can assist.  
• The Soon to Be Famous Illinois Author Project recognizes independently published authors. 

The winner receives $2,000, statewide promotion, library programming opportunities, 

potential royalties, and recognition in Library Journal.  

• Adam al-Sirgany will join author Brian Trapp for a conversation about Trapp’s debut novel, 
Range of Motion, on Tuesday, September 15, at 6:30 p.m. at RPL’s Nordlof Center. The 
novel explores disability, caregiving, family, and the bond between twin brothers.  

• The next Burpee Versecraft Open Mic will feature Susan Goldberg on October 13 at 6:00 

p.m. at Burpee Museum.  

• A participant recommended Chicago Dramatists, where writers can hear their work 

performed by professional actors, receive feedback, and connect with an inclusive creative 

community. 

 

https://arts.illinois.gov/
https://indieauthorproject.librariesshare.com/illinois/
https://www.chicagodramatists.org/
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