
MUSICIANS ROUND TABLE MEETING      SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Purpose of Round Table Meetings 

A space for performing artists to connect, share ideas, raise concerns, collaborate, and learn about 

opportunities within the Rockford Region creative community.

Arts Council Updates 

• Summer Youth Programs Report – see videos on YouTube 

• Creative Community Summer Social 

• Regional Arts Partner Grants are now open 

• Action Grants 

• Arts Instruction Opportunities Page 

• Rockford Area Arts Awards – nominations now open year-round 

• Armory Update 

Business of Art Resources 

• 2025 video resources available 

• Feedback requested: 

o Future Business of Art topics 

o Suggested panelists 

 
Action Grants 

May 2026 Recipients 

• GoRockford Charitable Foundation: Interactive public arts tent with hands-on activities.  

• Rachel León: Rockford-centered novel launch and community celebration.  

• Womanspace: BloomFest community arts and wellness festival.  

• Inscape Midtown Collective: Rockford Reader’s Theatre performances.  

• Philip Goudreau: Vinyl record with original artwork and video.  

• Sheri Poe-Pape: Completion and publication of a children’s book.  

• Nature at the Confluence: Public land art installations celebrating local ecology.  

• Martin Karl Vanags: Multimedia project exploring Rockford’s “Screw City” identity. 

 

Term 3, opened September 1, Term 1 for 2027 will open January 1 - Grants are awarded on a rolling 

basis; once all available funds are dispersed, applications close. 

 
 

Monthly Grant Opportunities - provided by a generous partnership between the Arts Council, 

Winnebago County, and R1 Regional Planning Council. 

 

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/ 

 
Upcoming Events  

State of Culture – September 17 at City Stage Studios, 6:00 – 8:30pm 
 

 

 



ArtScene –October 2nd and 3rd  https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/ 

 

 
Community Discussion 

Your Turn: Q&A and Community Updates 

• What is happening in your work or organization? 

• What opportunities or challenges are you seeing in the performing arts community? 

 
Next Meeting 

The Arts Council offers daytime Round Tables in the fall and evening Round Tables in the spring, so 

creatives have an opportunity to attend at least one meeting each year.  

 

NOTES: 

 

• Creating inclusive opportunities: The Music Academy shared a powerful story from its 

recent Winds Camp, partially supported by the Arts Council’s Regional Arts Partner 

grant. With assistance from an instructor who knew American Sign Language, a young 

musician who communicates through ASL was able to participate fully and flourish. 

• A hub for local musicians: Participants discussed the need for a space where musicians 

could gather, rehearse, collaborate, record and experiment with shared instruments. 

While Rockford does not currently have a dedicated musician’s hub, there are arts-

supportive spaces such as Inscape Midtown Collective that may offer opportunities to 

explore. 

• Rockford City Market: Applications to perform during the 2027 Friday Night Market 

season will open December 1. City Market is also seeking a band for Saturday, 

September 19. 

• Teaching opportunities: The Music Academy is seeking instructors, particularly for piano 

and string instruments. Interested musicians are encouraged to contact Executive 

Director Laura Eakman. 

• Copyright and live performances: Participants raised questions about performing cover 

songs at local venues after a recorded performance was flagged for copyright 

infringement. The group expressed interest in resources explaining music licensing, 

venue responsibilities and the questions performers should ask before accepting a 

booking. 

https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/
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