PERFORMING ARTS ROUND TABLE MEETING SEPTEMBER 2026

Purpose of Round Table Meetings
A space for performing artists to connect, share ideas, raise concerns, collaborate, and learn
about opportunities within the Rockford Region creative community.

Arts Council Updates
e Summer Youth Programs Report — see videos on YouTube
e Creative Community Summer Social
e Regional Arts Partner Grants are now open
e Action Grants
e Arts Instruction Opportunities Page
e Rockford Area Arts Awards — nominations now open year-round
e Armory Update
Business of Art Resources
e 2025 video resources available
e Feedback requested:
o Future Business of Art topics

Action Grants

September 2026 Grants

Jordan Hannah — A locally filmed dystopian sci-fi proof of concept featuring handmade props
and practical effects.

Comprehensive Community Solutions and the League of Women Voters of Greater Rockford
— A youth-led branding challenge supporting gun-violence-prevention work.

Karla Clark/Main Course Books — Development of Who Put the Rock in Rockford?, a nonfiction
book exploring local history and culture.

James Hamilton — A public album-release celebration featuring regional artists and
performers.

Publack Library Publishing/Antonia Royal-Whitmore — Republishing the bilingual children’s
affirmation book You Are: Tu Eres with expanded text and inclusive illustrations.

Constance Kuntz — Completion of Down With Common Sense, a play about Gracie Allen’s 1940
presidential campaign.

King Moosa — Split Decision, an immersive exhibition exploring trauma, systemic barriers, and
youth decision-making.

Juan José Solares Castellanos — Publication of a Spanish-language novella about migration and
resilience.

Violet Munoz — A free arts and mocktail networking event at Nicholas Conservatory.

Term 1 for 2027 will open January 1 - Grants are awarded on a rolling basis; once all available
funds are dispersed, applications close.



Monthly Grant Opportunities - provided by a generous partnership between the Arts Council,
Winnebago County, and R1 Regional Planning Council.
https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/

Upcoming Events
State of Culture — September 17 at City Stage Studios, 6:00 — 8:30pm
ArtScene —October 2" and 3" https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/

Next Meeting: March 2027
The Arts Council offers daytime Round Tables in the fall and evening Round Tables in the
spring, so creatives have an opportunity to attend at least one meeting each year.

NOTES:

A performer expressed interest in taking a local improvisation class, though there may not currently
be any available. The Arts Council suggested inviting an existing organization or local performer to
host a class. Another attendee proposed bringing in a performer from The Second City to lead a
workshop. This could be a strong Regional Arts Partner grant project combining professional
development for local creatives with a public performance. Anyone interested in leading an
improvisation workshop is encouraged to contact the Arts Council so the opportunity can be
shared with local performers.

The group discussed grant opportunities available through the Arts Council and the monthly
funding list compiled in partnership with Winnebago County and Region 1 Planning Council. The list
includes arts-specific grant opportunities from across the country. One attendee also advocated
for sharing more arts education grants that could benefit local performing arts organizations.

Rockford Dance Company shared its efforts to create a more inclusive environment for performers.
The company provides dance tights in a wide range of sizes and skin tones so every dancer feels
welcomed and represented.

Upcoming Performances:
e September 10-27: Unnecessary Farce — Artists’ Ensemble Theater

Tickets

e September 18-October 4: Nat Turner — West Side Show Room
Tickets

e October 1-3: Orchesis — Rockford Dance Company
Tickets

e November 4: Snow White — Rockford Dance Company
Tickets

e November 5-22: Native Gardens — Artists’ Ensemble Theater
Tickets

e December 5: The Nutcracker — Rockford Dance Company
Tickets

e March 11-28: Last Drive to Dodge — Artists’ Ensemble Theater
Tickets
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