VISUAL ART ROUND TABLE MEETING SEPTEMBER 2026

Purpose of Round Table Meetings
A space for performing artists to connect, share ideas, raise concerns, collaborate, and learn
about opportunities within the Rockford Region creative community.

Arts Council Updates
e Summer Youth Programs Report — see videos on YouTube
e Creative Community Summer Social
e Regional Arts Partner Grants are now open
e Action Grants
e Arts Instruction Opportunities Page
e Rockford Area Arts Awards — nominations now open year-round
e Armory Update
Business of Art Resources
e 2025 video resources available
e Feedback requested:
o Future Business of Art topics
Action Grants
May 2026 Recipients
e GoRockford Charitable Foundation: Interactive public arts tent with hands-on activities.
e Rachel Ledn: Rockford-centered novel launch and community celebration.
e Womanspace: BloomFest community arts and wellness festival.
e Inscape Midtown Collective: Rockford Reader’s Theatre performances.
e Philip Goudreau: Vinyl record with original artwork and video.
e Sheri Poe-Pape: Completion and publication of a children’s book.
e Nature at the Confluence: Public land art installations celebrating local ecology.
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e Martin Karl Vanags: Multimedia project exploring Rockford’s “Screw City” identity.

Term 3, opened September 1, Term 1 for 2027 will open January 1 - Grants are awarded on a
rolling basis; once all available funds are dispersed, applications close.

Monthly Grant Opportunities - provided by a generous partnership between the Arts Council,
Winnebago County, and R1 Regional Planning Council.
https://www.artsforeveryone.com/grants/

Upcoming Events
State of Culture — September 17 at City Stage Studios, 6:00 — 8:30pm
ArtScene —October 2" and 3" https://www.artsforeveryone.com/artscene/
Venues seeking artists:
e American Legion Jefferson Horton Post 340
(815) 329-9957 | tarunrichmond@gmail.com
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e Rockford United Labor
(815) 904-4775 | jverl18@gmail.com
¢ Mulligans
(501) 954-0338 | christyroselle@outlook.com
o Tad More Tailoring
(414) 405-1493 | impact@buylessclothes.org
e 317 Art Collaborative
(815) 272-0411 | 317artcollaborative@gmail.com
e Art of Recovery
(815) 721-2247 | mgleemary@gmail.com
e Lucette Holistic Salon + Boutique
(815) 986-1550 | hello@lucettesalon.com
¢ Womanspace
(815) 877-0118 | info@womanspace-rockford.org

Next Meeting: March 2027
The Arts Council offers daytime Round Tables in the fall and evening Round Tables in the
spring, so creatives have an opportunity to attend at least one meeting each year.

e Grant opportunities: Artists expressed interest in a national grant directory and shared
Midwest Arts as a helpful resource for regional opportunities. The Arts Council will
continue sharing opportunities as they become available.

o The future of the Armory: Participants discussed the possibility of a year-round, ground-
floor gallery open to the public. As the Armory moves from remediation into pre-
development, the Arts Council welcomes community ideas about its future uses.

e ArtScene: Artists discussed how expanding ArtScene into restaurants and other
nontraditional venues may affect gallery attendance, as well as the possibility of jurying
exhibitions. The Arts Council remains committed to making art accessible across a range
of venues, mediums, experience levels, and price points while encouraging the
community to see art, love art, and buy art.

¢ Business of Art: Suggested topics included stories from artists who entered the field
after other careers; contracts, pricing, and protecting creative work; the role of arts
agents or representatives; and how emerging artists can navigate the growing use of Al.

¢ Arts promotion and communication: Participants proposed a large digital sign
downtown to promote arts events and showcase local artwork. The group also
discussed creating a RAAC Discord server, with one participant offering to help
moderate it.

o Regional collaboration: Artists encouraged stronger connections with Beloit’s creative
community. RAAC welcomes opportunities to collaborate throughout the Rockford
Region, including South Beloit, where Nature at the Confluence will participate in Fall
ArtScene.

e Upcoming event: The next Ars Pvblica will take place September 26 at 6:30 p.m. at the
Underground Art Gallery. Panelists and creatives from a variety of disciplines will
explore the theme “Impossible,” and everyone is encouraged to join the conversation.
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